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Research Interest
Artificial intelligence, Educational applications, Gesture, Communication
and education, Computer-assisted instruction, Multimodal interaction.

Education
2019-2024 PhD, School of Design, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong

Kong SAR, China.
Dissertation topic:.
Animated Gestures: Pedagogical Agents’ Meaningful Instructional Gesture Design for
Effective Educational Information Presentation.
Dissertation committee.
Kenny K. N. Chow (Chief supervisor), Jaden Park (BoE Chair), Wang Minjuan (External
examiner), Dragan Gasevic (External examiner)

2013 - 2015 MA, Central Saint Martins, University of the Arts, London, London, UK.
Specialized in Designing Character Animation, Illustration, and Film Producing.

2008 - 2012 BA, College of Animation and Digital Arts, Communication University of
China, Beijing, China.
Specialized in Designing Animation, Digital Arts and Hand Drawing.

Publications
2024 Motion Tracking of Daily Living and Physical Activities in Healthcare:

A Systematic Review from Designers’ Perspective, Lai Wei, Stephen Jia
Wang.
JMIR mHealth and uHealth

2024 Developing Cue-Behavior Association for Habit Formation: A Qualitative
Study to Explore the Role of Avatar in Hypertension, ZHU, Yujie; Long,
Yonghao; Wei, Lai; Zhang, Yaqi; Ma, Zhengtao; Lee, Kun-Pyo; Zhang, Lie;
Wang, Stephen Jia.
Digital Health

2023 When Gestures and Words Synchronize: Exploring A Human Lecturer’s
Multimodal Interaction for the Design of Embodied Pedagogical Agents,
Lai Wei, Kenny K. N. Chow.
In Companion Publication of the 2023 Conference on Computer Supported Cooperative
Work and Social Computing (CSCW ’23)

2023 How students perceive lecturers’ gestures? An exploration in gesture-
meaning matching toward embodied pedagogical agent design, Lai Wei,
Kenny K. N. Chow.
The 10th International Association of Societies of Design Research Congress (IASDR
’23)
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2022 Interface, Pedagogical Agents and Chatbox in Virtual Learning Environ-
ments: An Eye Tracking Experiment, Lai Wei, Kenny K. N. Chow.
The ninth Congress of the International Association of Societies of Design Research.

2022 Who Shapes the Network of a Pedagogical Space? Clues from the
Movements in the Physical Places, Lai Wei, Kenny K. N. Chow.
Advances in Mobile Computing and Multimedia Intelligence: 20th International Confer-
ence, MoMM 2022

Experiences in Universities
02.2025-Now PostDoctoral Fellow, Brain, Language, and Computation Laboratory,

Department of Chinese and Bilingual Studies, The Hong Kong Polytechnic
University, Hong Kong SAR.

04.2024-02.2025 Research Assistant, Brain, Language, and Computation Laboratory, De-
partment of Chinese and Bilingual Studies, The Hong Kong Polytechnic
University, Hong Kong SAR.

07.2023-03.2024 Research Associate, Consultancy Services for Well-Being Design Guide
in Public Housing Development, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University
and Architecture Commons, Hong Kong SAR.

06-12.2022 Research Assistant, The Challenges and Opportunities in AIoT UX De-
sign: A Comparison Study of AIoT, IoT and Conventional Healthcare
Appliances, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University, Hong Kong SAR.

2019-2022 Teaching Assistant, Interaction Design (MDes), The Hong Kong Poly-
technic University, Hong Kong SAR.
Subjects include Concept Workshop and Research and Analysis for Design.

2019-2022 Teaching Assistant, Interactive Media (BA), The Hong Kong Polytechnic
University, Hong Kong SAR.
Subjects include Visual Thinking, User Experience Design, Interface Design, Studio 1,
and Studio 2.

Research Grant Projects
2023 Additional Top Conference Grant.

Funding body: The Hong Kong Polytechnic University. Amount: 20,000HKD
2020 Co-Principal Investigator, Design and development of data visualization-

based learning analysis system.
The Science and Technology Research Project of the Municipal Education Commission.

2019 Teaching Postgraduate Studentship.
Funding body: The Hong Kong Polytechnic University. Amount: 593,000HKD

Professional Services
2025 Reviewers ACM CSCW (Paper)
2024 Reviewers Education and information technologies; JMIR mHealth and uHealth; IEEE

Transactions on Learning Technologies
2023 Reviewers ACM IASDR (Paper)
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Experiences in Industry
2017-2022 Visual Designer and filmmaker, Chongqing University of Education,

Chongqing.
2019 Animator, Minsheng Bank, Beijing.

Responsible for film making.
2017 Visual identity designer, Cube Art Centre, Chongqing.
2016 Animator, Reorder Film Production Studio, Berlin.
2014 Stop-motion Designer and Animator of Now They Are Here, Now They

Are Not, English National Opera, London.
2014 Visual designer and filmmaker of post production, Streetstories Social

Network Co., London.
2014 Filmmaker of Adverse Reaction, The Old Operating Theatre, Museum

Herb Garret, London.

Awards
2021 Best Presenter Award, the 12th PhD Colloquium on Design Research,

Tsinghua University’s Academy of Arts and Design, Beijing.
2019 Primary Selection, The 13th National Exhibition of Fine Arts, China.
2016 The Second Place of the Best 2D Animation, Animex Awards, New York.
2016 Semi-Finalist, International Open Film Festival, New York.
2015 The Second Place of the Best 2D Animation, The World Animation

Celebration, California.
2015 Official Selection, to British Animation Awards, London.
2015 Semifinalist, Adobe Design Achievement Award.
2015 Official Selection, Chinese Women Film Fest.

2008-2012 The Outstanding student, Communication University of China.
2008-2012 The Third-class scholarship, Communication University of China.

Exhibition
2019 A Technological Perspective on Fahion Design, First China Fashion In-

dustry Innovation and Entrepreneurship Conference, Hangzhou.
2019 iSTART Children’s Art Festival, A4 Museum, Chengdu.
2019 Independent Animation Film Screening, The Post Mountain Gallery, Beijing.
2019 24 Frames Childhood, Chengdu Contemporary Image Museum, Chengdu.
2019 +8 Chinese Independent Animation Screening, A4 Art Museum, Chengdu.

2015-2016 Taiwan International Children’s Film Festival, Taiwan.
2014 CUT’ in The Old Operating Theatre, Museum Herb Garret, London.

Conferences
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2023 the Conference on Computer Supported Cooperative Work and Social
Computing (CSCW ’23), minneapolis,US.

2023 International Association of Societies of Design Research Congress 2023,
Milan, Italy.

2022 Mobile Computing and Multimedia Intelligence: 20th International Con-
ference, MoMM 2022, Virtual Event.

2021 The 9th Congress of the International Association of Societies of Design
Research, Hong Kong SAR.

2021 The 12th PhD Colloquium on Design Research, Beijing.
2018 Animation Scholars Roundtable Forum (Chengdu) and Western Universi-

ties Students Animation Festival Academic Proseminar, Chengdu.
2018 China Youth Animation Scholars Forum, Beijing.
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